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ot cloud-names is forced on us by the necessity of giving
some idea of height in reports of the motion of the tipper
currents. For instance, on the west edge of an anticyclone
low cumulo-cirrus might be moving from south, whilst
the higher cirro-cumulus would conie from the south-west ;
so that observations which reported cirro-cumulus and
cumulo-cirrus indiscriminately would lead to a discordant
or erroneous view of the general circulation of the air in
an anticyclone.

Another of the great series of compounds is strato
By this we mean a large mass of cloud, forming
a layer, which is not sufficiently uniform to be called
stratus, and not sufficiently xocky to be called cumulus.
This is the cumulo-stratus of Fitzroy. Howard's eurnulo-
stratus is not a true variety of cloud at all, but a
compound of a thin patch of cirro-stratus, resting either
on the top of a cumulus or crossing an isolated lump of
cumulus, as in Fig. 13, a. The origin of the name is
obvious. The general mass of the cloud is a layer, and
therefore the name must contain the word stratoy while
the components are lumpy, and it must therefore ^ con-
tain the word cunmlo.

This form of cloud is typical of a cyclone-front in
Great Britain. "We can trace its gradual development in
all stages. Cirrus-stripes first get thicker and lower, so
as to form cirro-stratus. As we get nearer the rainy
portion of the cyclone, the cirro-stratus loses its fibrous
texture, becomes still denser and nearer the earth's